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A school and community 
partnership that

• creates excited learners   

• inspires excellence

• fosters integrity

Scholarship

Personal Growth

Community

Citizenship

Needham_2011_covers  8/5/11  7:20 AM  Page 1



The Schools
The Needham Public Schools
serves students in grades
preschool through 12. In 2010,
the five elementary schools, 
one 6th grade school, one 7th-
8th grade school, and one 
high school served over 5,400
students. In addition to the 
regular school program,
Needham offers a full range of
co-curricular activities and an
active community education

program that takes over 7,000 
registrations in Adult Education, 
summer classes, and after-school
enrichment programs. Needham is a
member of The Education Cooperative
(TEC), a consortium of surrounding
school districts. This partnership 
provides opportunities for innovative
programming and joint purchasing.
For over forty years, Needham has
been a member of METCO, a state-
funded voluntary program designed 
to expand educational opportunity,
increase diversity, and reduce racial 
isolation by inviting students from
Boston to attend school in participat-
ing school districts. Needham residents
also have the opportunity to attend
two vocational schools: Norfolk
County Agricultural High School and 
Minuteman Career and Technical 
High School. Needham Schools 
enrichment projects are supported by 
a local private community foundation,
the Needham Education Foundation.
These websites have more information:

www.needham.k12.ma.us
rwd1.needham.k12.ma.us/community_education/
www.metcoinc.org
www.norfolkaggie.org
www.minuteman.org
www.tec-coop.org
www.nefneedham.org

School
Total Population 5,377
Preschool 76
K-5 2,575
6-8 1,277
9-12 1,449
White 84.1%
Black 3.0%
Asian 6.6%
Hispanic 3.2%
Other/Multiracial 3.1%
Free and reduced lunch 5.5%
First language not English 7%
Special education 13.5%
English language learner 1.1%

Town*
Population (2010) 28,886
Households 10,341
Families with Children <18 4,184
Under 18 28%
65 and over 19%
White 89.1%
Black 1.0%
Asian 6.1%
Hispanic 2.1%
Other/Multiracial 1.7%
Below Poverty Level 3.4%
English Not Spoken 

at Home  14%
Foreign born 11%
Bachelor’s degree or higher 72%

By the Numbers
The Town
This year marks the ter-
centennial of Needham’s
founding in 1711. Needham
traces its roots to the
Algonquin Native Americans
who sold the land to
Needham’s founders in 
the 1600s. Over the years, the
area now known as Dedham,
Needham, and Wellesley
broke into separate town-
ships. The resulting 12.75
square miles is bordered 
primarily by the Charles River looping
around Needham’s east and southern
perimeter. 

Over the past 300 years, Needham
has evolved many times. Needham 
was settled as a farming community.
Commerce was added in the 1800s
with the introduction of a rail line to
Boston. Commerce led to industrializa-
tion, specifically knitting mills, and
then the development of one of the
first industrial parks on the new Rte
128 highway built in the 1950s. At 
that time, the community saw an
influx of post World War II families.
Today, Needham is a popular suburban
community, with easy commuter access
to Boston, community pride, and fine
schools.

Tercentennial celebrations are
planned throughout the year; details
are available at www.needham300.org

Much more information about
Needham is available at:
www.needhamma.gov
www.state.ma.us/cc/needham.html
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Front cover gymnast photo: 
Courtesy Needham TIMES. Photo by Lisa CassidyC
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*Source: factfinder2.census.gov
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Contributors

Condon Realty

Center Cafe

Dedham Savings Bank

Family Federal Savings

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #59954
Needham, MA

Needham Public Schools
1330 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02492-2692

POSTAL CUSTOMER
Needham, MA 02492

POSTAL CUSTOMER
Needham, MA 02494

www.needham.k12.ma.us

781-455-0400

PRINTER NOTE:
This address for second version
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